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EXHIBIT 9

Letter dated January 23, 1906 to Commissioner of Indian Affairs
from J.R. Meskimmons
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
1
.cmmcity’ .!,!ﬁ.ég'.!...........‘.‘Ig‘em'y, ' !

January 23, 1906,

The Honorable,
The Comminmsioner of Indian Affairs, -
"lhimm) Dl c‘

I have the honor to report to you in regard to the irrigatim
of Walker River Intian Reservatiomn,
As stated in my letter of January 16, 1906, thers are 1432,21
acres of land now under cultivation upon the Reservation. As has . I
been reported by different Supsrintendents, Special Agsnts and In- |
apsctors, the amount of water available from the Walker riwer is not
suffiofent to adequately irrigate the land now under onltivation, ;
This is caused by the white ssttlers of Mason's and Smith's Valleys, . :
on the uppar Walker river, taking the water from the river, This i
. gesma to be not mo much a wmited effort on the part of the farmers A
to lay hold of all the water in sight and use it in excess of the : '
needs of the smoil, as it is the gradual development of tho comtry, '
the taking out of new canals and the distribution of the water upw , ‘
the arid lands, X )
When the Indians took out their first ditch, kmown as the Camgs |
bell ditch, it is said that thers was never a lack of water in the '
river. This was but a smll ditch and irrigated only a few aoroa
of land which was irrigated not mo mach for cultivation as it ws’
for raising wild hay.
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At the time this canal was taken out thers was already, I am !
told, meveral canals in the upper valleys taken out by the whites, !
of squal or greater size,  Howsver, the Government may be able to i
sscurs a priority of right of water to irrigate 300 or 400 acres and ‘
& pro rata of the remminder of the water of the river for the other 5
1000, or so, acres now under cultivation, There are seascns of *
the year when Walker river furnishes plenty of water for all who wish - !
to take it, but generally mpeaking, it is not the tims of year when :
water is most needed; paranthetically, I wish to say that a grest l
deal of mow o rain has fallen in the upper highlands and mouwtaine -
this year, and thercis every indication that thercwill be no lack of '
wter this season,

By reference to the map recently sent you, of the cultiwvated
land o this reservation, it will ba meen that the high lands lie '
close to the oultivated land; that gbove the cultivated land that is !
farther up the river, the, iand reaches the river bank and thers is
 little, If any land that can be cultivated above the dam at the hemd
" of Canal "A" for meveral milss, Then the river bottom again widens
out and there ars a few hundred acres of tillable land, This 1is
the location of the old Campbsll ditch, the first ditch taken out by !
the Indians under Agent Caimpbell,  lLater this was abandoned and the
Indians moved down the river to about their present location, Bulow) ‘ '
/ the presant tract of cultivated land lies about 7500 acres ot'ronaun-/
( ably flat land, This is the land referrsd to by former visiting ’ ' ‘
officials to the remservation,
, It is evident that if there is not encugh water in Walker river ‘
Y to irrigate the land already under cultivation, that it is necessary
to look to other sources to irrigate the tract of land just mentioned .
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than the ordinary flow of the river,  Rither by arbitration pro.
ceadings or suit in equity it would bs impossible to secure water
from Walker river except flood or excese water for land which has,
as yet, naver had water applied to it,

Thers are three sources from which to choose in order to secure
wator £5i this tract: 1at, The storage of flood waters of the river;
. 24, the pmspfng from wells upon the tract; 3d, the pumping of water

from the lake, Of the first I would say the conditions ere poor
for storing anough water to irrigate tho land mentioned.  There is
no reservoir eight ¢f moh value on the Walker r:jer below Mason val-
ley, and I understand that the Reclamtion service have under invas-
tigation and consideration the location of a storage reservoir in in-
teolope valley on the head waters of the river, I am not prejuired
to suy just what oonoclusion has been reached in regard to the mtter.
C}The mocond proposition-there is little doubt in my mind as to it
baing the best of the three mentioned, providing that wells of suffi-
oiemt capacity ocan be sacured. The surface indications are such
as would lead one to bhelieve that the pumping from wells together
with ditches from the river to be usei during the time of floods
wounld be a sucoess, However, the only way that one comnld tell
would be to put down a test well or wells in order to learn the oom-
dition of the underground water bearing atrata. The surface water:
of the reservation is but sbout 15 feet, on the averags, below the
surface of the ground, and for about 190 feet--the depth of the rail-
road well at Schurs--there is found water bearing material; of its
character, howsver, I cannct say definitely as I have not tasn able
to ssours a log of the well just mentioned. It ia & 6" or 6" wll
from which is pumped a very good supply of water for railroad use,

NARA00007360-3
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but of course would be adequate to irrigate only a few acres of land, !
At Wabuska, in the Walker river valley about 30 miles above Schurs, !
ia another railroad well which overflowa; this is deeper than the [
well at Schurz, it being, it is said, over 200 feset desp. From
this it would sesm that there is a posibility of getting flowing
wells én the Indian reservation. If this could be dqna, of course 1
the problem of irrigation would be quickly and easily solved. of
tho third proposition, that of pumping water from the lake, there are [
elements of success which do not appear on the surface of the second
proposition, The contour line which forms thes upper bound_ary of !
the tract of land in question is 52 feet above the present surface 1
of the lake, If water was pumped from the lake there would be an !
abundance to use, but the 1ift would ba so great that it would hardly ;
pay. The canal system would cost more, but the pmzpilng,plqn{ !
itself would ooet less, as there would need to be only one central
pumping plant and no transformation of power from steam to electric- !
ity with ite attendant loss, as would be the case if pum;;ed from
wells, On the other hand it is expected that purer water would be
securad from wells than the lake water and the indioations are that
the 1ift would be such as to make it a commercial proposition, i. e, i
. of not more than 26 cr 30 fest,

With a view of putting down a test well or wells, and if suc- . '
cessful, of boring other wells sufficient to irrigate this land, I . . !
have been in conversation with, and, sorrespondence with several men :
who meke & business of well drilling, and as yet I have not b.oon able |
to find one wh( zas willing to sink a well upon the reservation at a
reasonable amount per foot, The proposition mmde by all of them i
is that the Department buy the muohinory, furnish the casing and hire f
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them by the day to do the work, thus throwing the responsibility of
losing the tools, &., upon the Department. o '
I have written Enginesr Code .to know whether or not he knows of
a man who has an ocutfit whom we could secure to put down a well at |
so much per foot; as yet I have not had & npl}, but I think it
doubtful if we can secure a man upen those torzs., The shipping of '
mchinery to the resérvation with the attendant uncertainty of the '
lnount.éf work which ‘could be secured for the future makes 1t hardly ;
possible to securs a man upcn the terms mentioned above. -
Because of the sbove conditions I would be in favor of the De- |
partment buying a portable well drill outfit capable of boring a hole
1000 feet deep; this would cost laid down at Schurz not to exceed !
$5000,00, scme rigs costing oonaiderable less, and the hiring of men '
to put domn a well or wells for the pusping above indicated. As yet |
I am not prepared to make a detailed estimate of the sxpenses atten- l
dsnt upon the same,
If wells could be secured over this tract of land, as I hope
they mmy, and as surface showings indicate that they can, it would
be neceasary to install a central powsr plant near the railroad where [
fuel &1l ocould be received in car load lots, This plant would con- '
sist of an up-to-date ateam plant for burning oil and a dynamo which
would generate power to be distributed to motors direct connected to !
centrifugal pumps in wells loocated wost advantegeously ovsr the . ‘
tract, Estimating the mexiomm lift of 40 feet:and maximum diatance o
for tranamission at soven miles, this plant could be inatalled for a '
sum not. exceeding $45,000.00, not inoluding the cost of well ana i
midlding, It will be understood that this is not.definite estimats, |
as the data upon which to base the same is only sssusmed. A plant
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osnal that it might be diﬁdm over thia trast by gravity wald - ‘
cost in the neighboriood of 436. .00. The digtribetion system of l
this would cost omﬁouhh m than-that of the otbar proposition,

A map showing in omtiour’ tlwlmtim of the hul above pent ioned '
nub.tmouoyoum.mam T -

I will procesd ap repidly as poasible in the nttn' of piting 5
temther data for the cost of sinking i‘.hnio test wells, and forward
thauntoyouulmuooqm-d. T

"ry reapectfully,

ﬂ} ’)/fcu/( 1t ety

' R "J‘ Iﬂ'iﬂ'ﬁ,imllnd 3.D04 A,
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